Petrocephalus similis n. sp. is described from the Djerem River, upper Sanaga basin, in Cameroon. It can be distinguished from all other Petrocephalus from West and Central Africa by an unique combination of morphological characters including: body without melanin mark, 22-24 branched rays in the dorsal fin and 28 or 29 branched rays in the anal fin, mouth commissure under the posterior half of the eye. Petrocephalus similis mostly resembles Petrocephalus sullivani. Yet, P. similis has proportionally a larger mouth and a wider head, and reaches a longer maximum standard length. The electric organ discharge waveform of this species is not known. Molecular comparisons based on cytochrome b nucleotide sequences are congruent with morphological comparisons in independently supporting the distinctiveness of this species from 17 other species of Petrocephalus. Within the genus Petrocephalus, P. similis belongs to a group that is almost exclusively composed of endemic species of Central Africa, pointing out its likely origin from this region. Additional examinations of museum specimens from the Sanaga River basin demonstrate the occurrence of at least two other species of Petrocephalus: Petrocephalus microphthalmus, and a second species which is conservatively assigned to Petrocephalus cf. christyi, pending additional evidence.
Introduction
The Sanaga River is the main drainage in Cameroon (~900 km long, average flow of 2,072 m 3 /sec), with its basin covering about 140,000 km 2 of the central region of the country (Fig. 1) . The geographic position of the Sanaga River makes its fish fauna particularly interesting. The entire Sanaga basin is placed within the Lower Guinea ichthyo-province (Lévêque 1997; Roberts 1975; Stiassny et al. 2007 ). Yet the western and northern parts of the upper Sanaga basin are respectively bordered by the Benue River, a tributary of the Niger basin, and the Lake Chad basin,
